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BATH, me., the county seat of Sagadahoc
County, on the Kennebec River, twelve miles
from the ocean and thirty-six miles above
Portland. It is served by the Maine Cen-
tral railroad. Bath is especially known for
its ship building'; several vessels for the
United States navy have been launched here.
Allied industries are foundries, machine
shops, boiler works, etc.; gas engines are
also made. The town was founded in 1660
as a missionary outpost, was incorporated
in 1781 and made a city in 1847. Popula-
tion, 1910, 9,396; in 1920, 14,731; in 1930,
9,110.
BATH, order of the. See order of the
bath.
BATON EOUGE, bat'onroozh, lav one
of the earliest French settlements in
Louisiana Territory, later belonging to
England and then to Spain. It is eighty
miles northwest of New Orleans, on the Mis-
sissippi River, and on the Yazoo & Mis-
sissippi Valley and the New Orleans, Texas
& Mexico railroads and also on the Louisiana
River & Navigation Company's line. The
city was the capital of the state in 1849, but
lost the distinction to Shreveport in 1862
and to New Orleans in 1864, during the Civil
War. In 1882 the capital was restored to
it. The city adopted the commission form of
government in 1914.
The leading industries are printing houses,
an oil refinery, sugar factories, box fac-
tories and (near the city) a pepper factory.
About 200 ships sail annually from Baton
Rouge loaded with oil for Europe. The
state university, the state institutes for the
blind and deaf and Southern University
(negro state school) are located here. There
are four banks, two hospitals, one local li-
brary and the university library. Popula-
tion, 1920, 21,782; in 1930, 30,729, a gain of
41 per cent.
BATEAGHIAKS, la trcfke anz, the name
given originally to an order of animals be-
tween the snakes and fishes. The word is
synonymous with amphibia. See amphib-
ians.
BATTALION, ba tal'yun, a military term
referring to a unit in army organization.
In the United States army a battalion con-
sists of four companies of infantry, a total
of about 1,000 men, under command of a
major. There are three battalions in a regi~
ment. The number of men in a battalion
varies in different countries.
 BATTENBEBG, house of, a Prussian
family which takes its name from a town in
Hesse-Nassau. The line originated in the
marriage of Prince Alexander of Hesse to
the Countess von Hauke. In 1853 the Count-
ess was created Princess of Battenberg, and
her sons bore the title prince. The eldest
son, Louis Alexander (1854- ), became
a naturalized British citizen, entered the
royal naval service and became admiral of
the fleet in 1912. Shortly after the out-
break of the World War he resigned, though
loyal to England, to disarm criticism. In
1884 he married his cousin, Princess Alice,
a granddaughter of Queen Victoria.
The second son of Prince Alexander of
Hesse, Prince Alexander of Battenberg
(1857-1893), was called to the throne of
Bulgaria in 1879, but in 1886, because of
political disorders, he abdicated.
A younger brother of the foregoing, Henry
Maurice (1858-1896), married Princess
Beatrice, the youngest daughter of Queen
Victoria. Their eldest daughter, Princess
Victoria Ena, married Alfonso XIII of Spain
in 1906.
BATTBEING-BAM, a military device
used in ancient days for battering down the
walls of cities whose capture was desired.
Two kinds of rams were employed; some
were suspended in frames and others were
movable on wheels or rollers. Each con-
sisted of a beam or spar with a massive metal
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BATTBRIN0-HAM
head, and was set in motion either by a di-
rect application of manual f ores or by means
of cords passing over pulleys* Some are
said to have been 120 feet or more in length
and to have been worked by 100 men. One
is described as being 180 feet long and hav-
ing a head weighing 1% tons,
BATfBEY, a small tmit of fighting men
within a larger artillery mnit of an army*

